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Preface:
Always, Xingxin lies on the bed in the dark night, 
asking himself what to do tomorrow afternoon . . .
Thinking back, yesterday, the night was still dark.
In the context of the future in thought and the past 
in memory, here comes The Black Box.

Time of creation:   
From the beginning of June 2009 
to the end of July 2009

Venue of work:     
Macau Pavilion, Venice Biennale 

Materials included: 
1. The artist himself
2. The whole set of textbooks of “Nine-year 
Compulsory Education” in mainland China, covering 
all subjects with about 150 books
3. An iron box (2mx0.9mx0.9m)
4. Two detachable air conditioners
5. Two waterproof LED TVs
6. A reading lamp
7. A pencil

Process of the work: 
The artist will be enclosed in the iron box in which he 
will count the characters in the textbooks of “Nine-
year Compulsory Education” (there are about 150 
textbooks). He will not be set free until he finishes 
counting, which will last almost forty days.
• The form of counting: The artist will note all the 
numbers of the characters on each line and on each 
page until he finishes about 150 textbooks.
• The form of sealing up the iron box: The iron box 
will be entirely welded up without any gap or exit.
• The form of opening the iron box: The assistant will 
make a hole on the box with the cutting machine so 
that the artist is able to get out.
• The duration of the work: About fifty days.

Description of details: 

1. The inner size of the iron box is 0.9mx0.9x2m, that 
is to say, the artist can just lie or squat in it.        
            
2. Timetable of the work:
8:00  get up 
8:00–8:30 some exercise
8:30–9:00 have breakfast
9:00–12:00 count the characters
12:00–12:30 exercise
12:30–13:00 have lunch
13:00–14:00 take a break
14:00–17:00 count the characters
17:00-18:00 exercise
18:00–19:00 have supper
19:00–21:00 count the characters
21:00–21: exercise
21:30–22:00 have some snacks
22:00–08:00 sleep

3. Since the box is entirely sealed up, the oxygen will 
be supplied by the two air conditioners inside.

4. The food and trash will be piped in and out 
separately through a plastic tube which is fixed in 
the iron box.

5. During the process of the work, the main 
presented material will be the artist wearing clothes, 
textbooks, a pencil, and two air conditioners. 
Moreover, there are some concealed assistant 
materials, including food and bottled water, trash in 
plastic bags.

6. Once the artist enters the iron box, he will lose 
all the ability to protect himself because the iron 
box is entirely sealed up. That is to say, at least two 
assistants are in great need to stand by outside the 
box twenty-four hours a day during the following 
forty-nine days.

Proposal for The Black Box
Dedicated to four hundred million Chinese only children in the past 3 decades
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Presentation of the work: 
There will be two cameras fixed in the two upper 
corners of box towards different angles, which are 
connected with 2 LED TV sets, so that the audience 
will be able to know what happens inside.

Backgrounds of the work:      
As we all know, with the reform and opening-up policy 
at the end of the 1970s, people became more and 
more materialistic in China. Meanwhile, with the 
implementation of the one-child policy, children who 
are born in this period became the absolute focus 
point of love. Nobody will predicted that, a species 
was created under these two policies, that is the 
“only born man”. During these years, with the high 
increase of world population, almost all countries 
are working out different policies in accordance with 
local circumstances to control the population growth. 
However, it is estimated that the one-child policy in 
China has been the most engrained and sustained 
way to control population so far.
What makes the “only-born man” so special is 
that ever since the dawn of mankind, there haven’t 
been any nations or peoples who force their people 
to give birth to only one child. (Figures from the 
National Statistic Bureau at the end of 2008 show 
that approximately 4 hundred million people were 
born in mainland China in the past three decades, 
between 1979 and 2009. Meanwhile, according to 
the American Census Bureau, as of December 29, 
2008, the population of the United States totals 
305.51 million, and the population of the world is 
6.75036 billion.)
Giving birth to only one child means the change of 
the family structure. As far as “I” am concerned, 
during my lifetime, I wouldn’t get any love, 
understanding, or help from my brothers or sisters 
while my parents would definitely put all their 
hopes on “me,” who is their “only” child. Actually, 
the butterfly effect of this little change alters the 
love links among people. I believe the lack of love 
experience will create new ways of interpersonal 
communication, for example, different outlooks 
of love and marriage, new relationships between 
parents and children, and so on. That is to say, 
when these generations, who are supposed to be the 
“successors of our motherland,” step into Chinese 
history, another round of earth-shaking changes will 
take place soon.

1. Before and after I was born:
In 1949, the People’s Republic of China was founded, 
and the political situation in mainland China was 
preliminarily under control.
In 1966, the Cultural Revolution started, and the 
political situation in mainland China was once again 
in unrest, through 1976, the internal struggle tended 
to be easier, with the society returning stable.
In 1979, a new generation of leaders indicated 
that in order to achieve the realization of the 
four modernizations, at least two distinguishing 
features should be pointed out: the weak economic 
foundations and the huge population with little 
arable land. Family planning policy became a 
strategic task that must be well-implemented.
In 1980, Chinese Communist Party Central 
Committee called on Party and Youth League 
members to take the lead in having only one child 
(per couple) [open letter, September 25, 1980].
In 1981, the State Family Planning Commission 
was founded, and the family planning was officially 
started in the manner of institution.
In 1982, Family Planning was identified as the basic 
national policy and incorporated into the constitution 
of the People’s Republic that same year.

2. Laws about education:
(1) The Compulsory Education Law of the People’s 
Republic:
Adopted at the Fourth Session of the Sixth National 
People’s Congress on April 12, 1986, and amended 
at the Twenty-second Session of the Standing 
Committee of the Tenth National People’s Congress. 
Chapter I, Article 2, “The state adopts the system 
of nine-year compulsory education.” Article 4, ”All 
children and adolescents who have the nationality 
of the People’s Republic of China and have reached 
the school age shall have equal right and have 
the obligation to receive compulsory education, 
regardless of the gender, nationality, race, status of 
family property, religion, belief, etc.”
(2) “The Textbooks of the Nine-year Compulsory 
Education”:
This set of textbooks is the only book that paved the 
way for many peoples’ knowledge system (including 
outlook of world and value ), especially those who 
were born after 1980 in mainland China. Moreover, it 
is a large-scale historic work that was meticulously 
edited by those previous generations to cultivate our 
“successors of the motherland.”
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3. My thoughts:
In my opinion, the “Nine-year Compulsory Education” 
equals the “Nine-year Study Duty.” But I have 
to declare that, firstly, I don’t mean to attack 
our society or our nation, after all there is an 
unchangeable fact that I am Chinese. Secondly, 
the purpose of my work is not to discuss about the 
problems of “compulsory education” itself. Last but 
not least, the reason why I chose the textbooks of 
the “Nine-year Compulsory Education” is because 
I established my outlook of the world and values 
on it. (Before I was sixteen, almost all speculative 
knowledge is learned from this set of textbooks.)
Maybe because of the loneliness in my heart, I want 
to tell something. Or maybe because I am the only 
child, I want to show off my uniqueness.

Personal information: 
Xingxin, male, the only child in my family, who was 
born in May 1981, Chongqing China. Now I am 
twenty-eight, unmarried.
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I. Practical exhibit plan
The artwork is divided into two parts:

Part 1: Performance
The artist will be enclosed in the iron box to count 
the characters in those 150 textbooks, and he will 
not be allowed out until he finishes counting. (The 
form of counting is to note down the numbers of 
characters on each line and on each page.)

Part 2: Installation 
It is planned to lay a railroad track in a relatively 
small public space, maybe along the riverbed or 
sand beach, near the dock, on park pathways or 
lawns, or in a corner of a square.

The concrete data of the railroad track:
· It is a one-bar track, and its total length is 44 
meters.
· Old sleepers will be fixed on the ground (under the 
track), which is 0.7 meters in width. (The effect of 
sleepers is to stabilize the track and protect the 
ground from being damaged.)
· At the end of the track there is a stand (made of 
track), on which hangs the iron box. The stand is 2.6 
meters in height.
· The whole installation will take up a space of 
44 meters in length, 0.9 meters in width, and 2.6 
meters in height.
· The form of laying the railroad track is to cut the 
track into forty-nine parts (including the track for 
stand), and each part is 1 meter long.

II. Practical life plan

Daily timetable for the artist:
8:00  get up 
8:00–8:30 exercise
8:30–9:00 have breakfast
9:00–12:00 count the characters
12:00–12:30 exercise
12:30–13:00 have lunch
13:00–14:00 take a break
14:00–17:00 count the characters
17:00–18:00 exercise
18:00–19:00 have supper
19:00–21:00 count the characters
21:00–21:30 exercise
21:30–22:00 have some snacks
22:00–08:00 sleep
(This schedule will be repeated until the end of the 
work.)

Daily recipe for the artist:
Breakfast: Two pieces of toast, a piece of baked 
meat, some lettuce, a banana, 200 ml of milk.
Lunch: Two pieces of toast, a piece of baked meat, 
some lettuce, an apple, 200 ml of juice.
Supper: Two pieces of toast, a piece of baked meat, 
some lettuce, an orange, 200 ml juice.
Also, water is always supplied.

(This will be repeated until the end of the work.)

The proposal finished at 02:50 on February 13 
(Friday), 2009.
The first revise was at 15:30 on February 15 

(Sunday), 2009.
The second revise was at 10:25 on April 13 (Monday), 
2009.
The proposal was finalized at 10:37 on April 16 

(Thursday), 2009.

Implementation Plan of The Black Box
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To find out more about Charta, 

and to learn about our most recent publications, 

visit www.chartaartbooks.it

Printed in July 2009 

by Tipografia Rumor, Vicenza 

for Edizioni Charta.
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